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Resolved: Individuals have a moral obligation to assist people in need. 
Definitions: 

Obligation- An act or course of action to which a person is morally or legally bound; a duty or commitment. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary)

Moral- Concerned with the principles of right and wrong behavior and the goodness or badness of human character. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary)
Altruism- The belief in or practice of disinterested and selfless concern for the well-being of others. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary)
My value for this round is individualism. Ayn Rand states, “Individualism regards man- every man-as an independent, sovereign enitity who possesses an inalienable right to his own life, a right derived from his nature as a rational being.[…] An individualist is a man who says: ‘I will not run anyone’s life-nor let anyone run mine. I will not rule nor be ruled. I will not be a master nor a slave. I will not sacrifice myself to anyone-nor sacrifice anyone to myself.” The Virtue of Selfishness, 1964. My value criterion for the round is Objectivism. Objectivism is a philosophy by Ayn Rand. John Locke states “Man- every man- is an end is an end in himself, not the means to the ends of others. He must exist for his own sake, neither sacrificing himself to others nor sacrificing others to himself. The pursuit of his own rational self-interest and of his own happiness is the highest moral purpose of his life.” Aynrand.org, 1962.
Contention 2 - The only obligation a person has is to himself. 

 Man’s actions and his consequences decide what is moral and immoral. Ayn Rand states “In a rational ethics, it is causality-not “duty”- that serves as the guiding principle in considering, evaluating, and choosing one’s actions, particularly those necessary to achieve a long-range goal.” (419). Man must choose his actions, values and goals by the standard of that which is proper to man- in order to achieve, maintain, fulfill, and enjoy that ultimate value, that end in itself, which is his own life[…] “he knows that in all such cases, it is not some Kantian authority that he would be defying and injuring, but himself- and that the penalty would be not some mystic brand of ‘immorality,’ but the frustration of his own desires and the destruction of his values.” (420). Rational thinking decides what is immoral, and nothing else. If man rationally chooses to do it, than it is moral. Man owes nothing to society and therefore should not be forced to give charity to society. If man feels rationally chooses to assist those in need then he may, but making it an obligation becomes about what is he feels is a “duty” and not really what he wants to do. Ayn Rand states “It is morally proper to accept help, when it is offered, not as a moral duty, but as an act of good will and generosity, when the giver can afford it (i.e., when it does not involve self-sacrifice on his part), and when it is offered in response to the receiver’s virtues, not in response to his flaws, weaknesses or moral failures, and not on the ground of his need as such” (69) Ayn Rand Lexicon.
Contention 2- If charity is a moral obligation, then it is considered self sacrifice. 
Ayn Rand states “Do not confuse altruism with kindness, good will or respect for the rights of others. These are not primaries, but consequences, which, in fact, altruism makes impossible. The irreducible primary of altruism, the basic absolute, is self-sacrifice—which means; self-immolation, self-abnegation, self-denial, self-destruction—which means: the self as a standard of evil, the selfless as a standard of the good” aynrandlexicon.com/lexicon/altruism.html.    Making charity an obligation portrays man as evil. By doing this, we are taking away man’s self-esteem. Without self-esteem, the ability to rationally think is lost. Ayn Rand states “As a being of volitional consciousness, he knows that he must know his own value in order to maintain his own life. He knows that he has to be right; to be wrong in action means danger to his life; to be wrong in person, to be evil, means to be unfit for existence.” Self esteem is needed for man to trust in his own decisions. Without self-esteem, man loses the ability to think for himself. This creates a loss in Individualism. “It is altruism that has corrupted and perverted human benevolence by regarding the giver as an object of immolation, and the receiver as a helplessly miserable object of pity who holds a mortgage on the lives of others- a doctrine which is extremely offensive to both parties, leaving men no choice but the roles  of sacrificial victim or moral cannibal…” (69 Rand). Making charity as a moral obligation portrays the individual as evil and the society as good. Man begins to think of mankind as leeches that live only off of what is given to them. He feels he has to sacrifice what he has earned to give to society. The recipient of the charity feels that they are forced to take the charity that is given to them. When rational thinking and individualism are lost, people become followers. This would result in a loss of our freedoms. Altruism not only hurts the individual, but society as a whole. 
