Barbers Hill High School Debate Protocols

Webster’s
Protocol: a code prescribing strict adherence to correct etiquette and precedence.
1. Team Organization and Decision Making

2. Student Conduct in class
3. Student Conduct at Tournaments

4. Student Dress

The Prime Directive

Every Debater will fight to win every round and will never give up regardless of any other consideration.

Team Organization and Decision Making

1.1  The ultimate responsibility for the conduct of this team lies with the coach and the school. All major decisions related to this team will be made by the coach and the school. Wherever possible, debaters will be allowed input into those decisions and the reason for the decisions shall be explained to both debaters and parents.

1.2 UIL placement. The coach will determine who goes in what positions to all UIL competitions.

1.3 TFA, NFL placement. 
a. The coach will determine who goes in what positions to all TFA/NFL and any other competitions.
b. Students may or may not be invited to tournaments based on many factors including but not exclusive to discipline, transportation accommodations, skill level etc.
1.4 Team membership. Membership on the team is a privilege not a right. The coach can remove a student from the team at any time. Violation of these protocols is one reason why a student would be removed.
1.5 The coach will consult with debaters about possible cx partners.

1.6 The coach will make the final decision about who debates with whom in cx.
1.7 Debate strategy, as defined as cases and arguments devised before a round starts, is both the responsibility of the coach and the debaters. The final decision on strategy is the coach’s alone. Debaters must follow that strategy.
1.8 Debate tactics, as defined as decision making within the round, is the responsibility of the debaters.
1.9 Failure to attend scheduled and agreed upon practices and tournaments will lead to a         series of graduated sanctions starting with suspensions from tournaments and ending with removal from the team.

Student Conduct in class
2.1 Debaters will act like mature adults at all times. Students are to be working on debate related material whether they are told to or not. Debaters do not need to be told to work but use their time wisely.
2.2 Debaters will have the privilege of discussing decisions related to the team. They will understand that decorum dictates that some issues are best discussed privately and that they will be much more likely to receive a positive answer in private.
2.3 Debaters are not to denigrate other team members, their coach or any members of the school staff. They will maintain a positive upbeat attitude that will help the team win and succeed.
2.4 All debate material will be shared.
2.5 Debaters will keep all commitments to tournaments that they sign up for.
2.6 The use of profanity and gutter language is beneath debaters and is forbidden.

2.7 Students will stay out of Mr. Miller’s personal area.

Student Conduct at Tournaments

3.1 Debaters realize that they are representing Barbers Hill High school and that they have a superior reputation to uphold.
3.2 Debaters will always act in an honorable fashion. They will not violate TFA, UIL or Tournament rules at any time. They will realize that they would do anything to win, except violate the code of honor that we go by.
3.3 Debaters will always assist other teammates and their first loyalty will be to each other. 

3.4 Debaters will keep all commitments to tournaments that they sign up for. Debaters will fight to win every round always.
3.5 Debaters will not interrupt the coach when he is talking to another adult.

3.6 Ballots are to be returned to debaters at the coach’s discretion only.

3.7 The use of profanity and gutter language is beneath debaters and is forbidden.

Student Dress
4.1 The Barbers Hill Debate Team will dress to win, not to impress other debaters.
4.2 Young Women


a. Business attire for competition.


b. Young women are to dress modestly.


c. Pant suits, dresses or skirts will be worn.

d. Backless shoes are expressly disallowed.

4.3 Young Men


a. Jackets and ties will be worn in all competitions.


b. Dress shoes will be worn.

4.4 Because judges will be all around the competition, students will have to maintain an acceptable amount of dress even after they are thru competing.

a. Jeans


b. Athletic shoes only. No sandals of any kind.


c. Official BH debate shirt.
The Coach and Barbers Hill High School will add to this as is needed. They reserve the right to change this document. 
I have read and accept the Barbers Hill High School Speech and Debate Protocols. 
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